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REMARKS 

Applicant thanks the Examiner for the Examiner's comments, which have greatly 
assisted Applicant In responding. 

5 

Claims 1-25 are pending in the present application. 



Claim Rejections Under 35 USC § 103 



10 Claims 1-14 were rejected under 35 USC § 103 (a) as being unpatentable over U.S. 
Patent Number 6,502,194 to Berman (hereinafter "Barman") in view of U.S. Patent 
Application Number 2001/0030660 to Zainoulline (hereinafter "Zainoulline'). 

Applicant respectfully submits that Berman and Zainoulline, taken alone or in 
15 combination, fail to teach, suggest, or render obvious the present invention as 
claimed. 

Independent Claims 1. 6, and 16 recite an apparatus, method, and/or program 
storage medium comprising, inter alia, a buffer within a second memory, which pre- 
20 caches consecutively downloaded small portions of songs forming a sequence of 
songs to be played. 

Berman teaches a playback unit resembling a home audio component, and retrieves 
audio data from a remote server and plays them back in real time, using a home 
25 audio system, in response to user selection. 

Berman does not teach or suggest the limitations of Claims 1, 6, and 16, 
specifically. 1) olaving the song; and 2) downloading a first small portion of each of a 
number of songs which are. in the pre-determined sequence, subsequent to the 
30 song in playing, and that the downloaded small portions being pre-cached in a 
different buffer which is an area in said second memory; 3) as soon as the user skips 
to a target song whose first small portion has been pre-cached, start to p|ay t he first 
small portion of said target song; and 4) at the same time start to download the rest 
of said taiget song so that as soon as the playing of the first small portion of said 
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target song ends, it starts to play the rest of said target song which is being 
downloaded from the server over the Internet. 

Specifically. Barman does not teach the limitations that the data for other selected 
5 songs is downloaded into separate buffers in an alternating fashion. 

Zainoulline teaches a method for previewing media products comprising the steps of 
providing a preview device for previewing predetermined preview clips of a plurality 
of pre-recorded media products; interactively indicating which of said plurality of pre- 
10 recorded media products is to be previewed; and instantly playing said preview clips 
of an indicated pre-recorded media product in real time. 

Zainoulline does not teach or suggest the above limitations that the data for other 
selected songs is downloaded into separate buffers In an alternating fashion, either. 



15 



Claims 1 .6. and 16 are amended to expedite the prosecution of this application. 



The amendments herein are provided for purposes of expediting the prosecution of 
this application. No new matter is added by these amendments. Any 
20 correspondence in connection with this matter should be directed to the address of 
record. 

Claims 2-5 depend from Claim 1. Claims 7-15 depend from Claim 6. Claims 17-25 
depend from Claim 16. . in view of the above remarks, applicant respectfully submits 
25 that Berman and Zainoulline. taken alone or in combination, fail to teach, suggest, or 
render obvious the present invention as claimed. 



30 
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CONCLUSION 



Based on the foregoing, Applicant considers the claimed invention to be 
5 distinguished from the art of record. Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests 
allowance of all Claims as preliminarily amended. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees due or credit 
any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 07-1445. If there are any questions 
1 0 regarding this correspondence, please contact the undersigned at 650-474-8400. 



Respectfully Submitted, 
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Michael Glenn 
Reg. No. 46,244 



Customer No. 22862 
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